The Kingdom of Lesotho

NATIONAL CLIVMIATE CHANGE POLICY

2077




The Lesotho National Climate Change Policy 201 /-2027/
has been prepared by the Mlinistry of Energy and
Nleteorology, with the technical support from the

Government of Ireland through European Union.

Recommended citation format:

LMS 2017. Lesotho’s National Climate Change Policy. Ministry of Energy and Meteorology, Lesotho.

Copyright © 2017, Ministry of Energy and Meteorology



Honourable Mokoto Hloaele
Minister of Energy & Meteorology

ith enormous impacts on the biophysical
environment and socio — economic growth
and development, climate change is one of

the greatest global environmental challenges facing
mankind.

While it is a global challenge, the impacts of climate
change have more devastating effects to developing
countries such as Lesotho, where the majority of the
population live in rural areas, and are dependent on
climate sensitive sectors for livelihood. Climate
change poses an additional challenge to poor and
vulnerable communities who are already exposed to
other multiple challenges such as unemployment and
poverty.

In recent years, Lesotho has been experiencing an
increasing frequency of natural disasters and extreme
weather events. Consequently, farming is in an
increasingly steady decline due to recurring droughts.
Food insecurity, human, animal as well as crop
diseases, loss of biodiversity, environmental
degradation and depletion of the country's natural
resources base are in the increase. Water resources
have waned and perennial springs have run dry,
previously robust rivers have been greatly diminished
and many dams remain dry for most of the year.

Mitigating climate change and building of the country's
resilience to the negative impacts of climate change,
are therefore of paramount priority and urgency to the
Government of Lesotho, hence the formulation of the

Climate Change Policy becomes imperative.

The Climate Change Policy translates the National
Vision 2020, as well as the National Strategic
Development Plan into concrete and discrete actions
and re-affirms the country's resolve to address climate
change within the context of sustainable development
as articulated by the Paris Agreement to which
Lesotho is a signatory. The policy is therefore aimed at
advancing the nation's climate change mandate
through building a climate resilient society and low-
carbon economic development pathways, at national
and local levels, in a more coherent and coordinated
manner that ensures linkages with the set national
development objectives, goals and targets. Active
engagement of all sectors of our economy, including
the private sector, the civil society, the academia, and
the Non-Governmental Organisations as well as
women and youth, is of pivotal importance and should
be ensured. For Lesotho to match the global
development trends, the policy aligns itself to the
International conventions and protocols on climate
change, the African Union Commission Agenda 2063
especially its 1st Aspiration that pronounces having “A
Prosperous Africa, based on inclusive growth and
sustainable development”, as well as the SADC
Framework of Climate Change Programmes:
Adaptation and Mitigation Actions, Supported by
Enabling Measures of implementation.

The Climate Change Policy formulation process yields
key areas of Policy focus encapsulated in 22 Policy
Statements. The Statements shall steer and guide the
implementation strategy as well as the five-year action
plan with indicative budgetary implication.

To my fellow Basotho, the Climate Change Policy
attempts to address the concerns you shared, and
carries the guidance you provided. Climate change is
our common challenge and this Policy is our shared
compass and a barometer of our intra and inter -
generational commitment.

| express my sincere gratitude to the many
stakeholders, fellow public servants in different
Ministries and Government departments, non-
governmental organizations, community-based
organizations, private sector organizations, academia,
development partners, district authorities, Chiefs,
councillors and citizens at household level, for your
respective commitments, time and knowledge
contributed during the development of this inclusive
Policy for which we should all remain proud.

Hon. Francis Mokoto Hloaele
Minister of Energy & Meteorology







